BY ORDER OF THE  SHAH

and other chemicals, would be put in a coffin and kept on a
shelf in a special room. Relatives came to drink tea from
time to time, until the dead man was taken to Kerbala."

Mention of religion should not exclude the Armenians,
whose small colonies have for long been tolerated in Iran.
Their outlook is practical. When an Armenian priest was
asked why Christ was put on the Cross, he answered that
doubtless he was being punished for some crime he had
committed!

The Persians respected astrologers more than doctors,
and would seldom embark on an important enterprise
without first consulting the oracle. At one time astrologers
were the only doctors.

"In olden days,35 Rumi continued, "when a man
received a gunshot wound, the first step towards a cure
was to anoint the weapon with a special powder to prevent
further accident. The wound was then tightly bound as
an additional preventative to the gun repeating the
offence. The victim often recovered, his cure being
attributed to the powder upon the gun. The cure for
toothache was to take a nail and scratch the gum near
the afflicted tooth until it bled, when the nail was driven
as hard and far as possible into a log of wood. When the
wiseman failed to cure a sufferer he would declare that it
was decided of God that the patient should die, therefore
human aid was of no avail. For ague the patient was
severely beaten, and quite often recovered.

The Astrologer Royal once failed to cure a Shah,
who threatened to have him cut into mince meat,'5 said
Rumi. "Terrified, the astrologer prescribed the hot brains
of a man. On the instant, came one soliciting the king's
ear. The wretched man's brains were immediately pressed
into service. A cure for plague was to kill an ox, skin it,
and wrap the sufferer in the warm skin until he recovered.
An infallible remedy for anything was said to be a drink
of water that had washed the body of a dead man.
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